




To:	Department of Economics, Dalhousie University
	School of Economics, Shandong University of Finance and Economics
	School of International Business/International Economic Education, SDUFE

From:	Barry Lesser, Co-Director, Dal-SDUFE Joint Program in Economics
	Ruibo Liu, Co-Director, Dal-SDUFE Joint Program in Economics

Re:	Call for Proposals, Joint Research Fund

Date:	January 20, 2015

Under the Agreement between Dalhousie University (Dal) and Shandong University of Finance and Economics (SDUFE), provision is made for establishment of a fund to support joint research projects involving at least one person from each of the partner universities. This includes any person who has taught in the Program on behalf of Dalhousie and/or regular members of the School of Economics at SDUFE, the School of International Business/International Economic Education at SDUFE and/or the Department of Economics at Dal.

Under the rules and procedures that have been established for awards from this Fund, there is no restriction on subject matter.  If you already know someone you would like to work with from the other institution, and that person agrees, then a joint proposal can be submitted by all members of the research “team”.  If you do not have a partner, you can still submit a proposal, however.  All such unilateral proposals will be circulated to eligible members of the partner institution to solicit expressions of interest in joining the project, in order to end up with at least one person from each institution as a member of the research team.  Any unilateral proposal that does not get a positive response when circulated will be deemed ineligible for further consideration.

There is no limit on the maximum value of awards from the Fund, but there is some expectation that awards will be relatively modest, i.e., awards are unlikely to exceed $10000CAN in a single year.  Multi-year projects are allowed.  Eligible items for support include travel and living expenses for the researchers to meet and work together on the project and research assistance to support graduate student(s) involved with the Project.  Research assistants may be from either or both institutions.  Stipends for the principal researchers are not eligible for support.

There is no limit on the number of projects that can be funded in any year, other than the total amount of funds available in that year.  The available funds in a given year may also constrain the size of an award.  Partial awards may be made if the Project is planned to be of more than one year’s duration and/or if the Committee considering proposals feels that less funding than initially requested is all that is warranted.  Costs for translation and/or interpretation are not eligible expenses for support.

Once all eligible proposals are in hand, decisions on which proposals will be funded and the value of each award will be made by the Management Committee for the Joint Program.

Final proposals must include:

· a statement of the subject and purpose of the proposed research
· the methodology expected to be employed
· the names of the principal researchers involved
· a budget, with estimates of all planned expenditures to be paid from any award received from the Fund, if the proposal is accepted
· a c.v. for each principal researcher
· an indication of the anticipated dissemination of the results of the research when completed.

The deadline for submission of proposals to either of the Program Co-Directors is the start of the second semester at SDUFE, which is March 16, 2015.
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Barry Lesser, Program Director, Dalhousie University   barry.lesser@dal.ca

Liu Ruibo, Program Director, SDUFE,      lrb5276@163.com


